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It appeared to them at a certain point that she was
running behind a cluster of bushes and lo, in an instant
the shrubbery was on fire and soon it was blazing and
spreading fast. The woman too gave out an unnatural
shriek at that time, that was awful and frightening.

After some time, the fire subsided and those who
were running after her, went near the place where the
bush had been flaming. They were in panic, even to inch
their way to the spot.

Those who had brought the woman to Mantralaya,
wailed, 'Oh Raghavendra, we were at least able to see
her all these days, even if she was under the influence of
some evil spirit. We came to you with the fond hope that
she could, by your grace, be cured of her mental
aberration. But, is this what is in store for her? Instead of
getting rid of the evil spirit possessing her, you seem to
have taken away her life itself. Is this not unjust? How
can we now get back to our place? What can we tell the
people there, who would ask about her? When so many
came to us claiming that they have extraordinary powers
to get rid of the evil spirit dwelling in her, we did not
believe them and have instead approached you with
utmost faith in your powers. We are now left in the
position of having to take home her ashes only.' With
uncontrollable grief, they then hastened their steps
towards the spot where they had seen the woman last
and there a surprise was awaiting them!

Yes, the woman was lying there on a rock near the
thicket that had caught fire. And those searching for her
saw her from a distance and felt relieved that she was
alive and had not been consumed by the fire. They soon